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LOAN BILL 2016 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.03 pm] — in reply: Before 
questions without notice, I was summarising the government’s investment of over $51 billion in infrastructure 
for the benefit of Western Australians now and into the future. I make the point before proceeding that the way 
the opposition tells it, if it were up to the opposition, none of that money would have been spent unless it 
happened to be secreted away in a bank account before the expenditure was incurred. That would have meant 
that a fraction, if any, of that infrastructure would have been built. Among the references to infrastructure, 
Hon Darren West tried make the point that nothing had been spent in the regions. I inform him that $150 million 
out of royalties for regions and other sources was spent on court and justice centre infrastructure alone in 
regional areas. Money was spent on courts in Kununurra, Carnarvon and Fitzroy Crossing and in Kalgoorlie to 
preserve that wonderful heritage building in Hannan Street, and so on and so forth. Also, money was spent on 
finally finding a home for the Supreme Court of Western Australia in the David Malcolm Justice Centre, 
something that was well overdue and would not have been done by a Labor government. This government has 
achieved all those things. In 2009 during Law Week, the Chief Justice went through the list of courts that needed 
work. All except two or three of them have now been addressed in the eight years of the Barnett Liberal–
National government. Those things have been built for the future. None of them would have been addressed by 
the Labor Party. There are also the police stations, hospitals and schools that have been built. 
The state’s asset investment program has forecast a total of $23.2 billion over the years 2016–17 to 2019–20, or 
a total of $74.2 billion since the government came into office. Again, if we are looking at a Labor government in 
March, it will not spend a cent. The consolidated account funds, in whole or in part, a significant proportion of 
the works through capital contributions and they are the usual purpose for which central borrowings are incurred. 
These outstanding achievements represent prudent use of state borrowings. 
Once again I thank members for their contributions, as entertaining as they have been, albeit of little substance. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.07 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.07 pm]: I want to say on 
behalf of the opposition what a shambolic government we are dealing with, what a travesty the Loan Bill 2016 is 
and what a fine example it is of the fiscal failure of the Liberal and National Parties. The government will carry 
on this debt into generations. The Liberal and National Parties do not deserve to be on the government bench. 
This bill is evidence of that. I sincerely hope the Western Australian people see that and vote them out in March 
next year. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and passed. 
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